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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

Applicant requests consideration of ^ the references listed on the attached Form PTO- 
1449 and/or O the additional information identified below in paragraph 3. A copy of each 
reference listed on the Form PTO-1449 is enclosed. 

1. This Information Disclosure Statement is submitted: 

a. Q within 3 months of the filing date of a national application other than a 
continued prosecution application under § 1.53(d); 
n within 3 months of the date of entry of the national stage as set forth in § 

1.491 in an International application; 
1^1 before the mailing date of a first Office Action on the merits; or 
Q before the mailing of a first Office Action after the filing of a request for 



continued examination under § 1.114. 

□ after the events of above paragraph la and prior to the mailing date of a 
final Office Action or Notice of Allowance, and thus: Q the 
certification of paragraph 2 below is provided, or O a fee of $180.00 is/ 
enclosed. 



I~1 after the mailing date of a final Office Action or a Notice of Allowance 
and prior to payment of the issue fee, and thus: the certification of 
paragraph 2 below is provided and a fee of $180.00 is enclosed. 



2. It is hereby certified: 



that each item of information contained in this Information Disclosure Statemefi -p ^\ 



was cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart^ ^> Q 
foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of the^ ^ 



Statement, or *^ ^ 



% %> Q 

[J that no item of information contained in the Information Disclosure Statement ft < 5- 
was cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart 
foreign application or, to the knowledge of the person signing the certification & 
after making reasonable inquiry, was known to any individual designated in § 
1.56 (c) more than three months prior to the filing of the Statement. 

3. O Consideration of the following additional information (including any co-pending 

or abandoned U.S. applications, prior uses and/or sales, etc.) is requested: 

4. For each non-English language reference listed on the attached Form PTO-1449: 



I I reference is made to an English language translation submitted herewith, and/or 

n reference is made to a foreign patent office search report (in the English 
language) submitted herewith, and/or 

|~~| reference is made to an English language translation of a foreign patent office 
search report submitted herewith, and/or 

n reference is made to the concise explanation contained in the specification of the 
present application at page(s) , and/or 

|~1 reference is made to the concise explanation set forth below: 

5. Q Applicant also offers the following comments for the Examiner's consideration: 

6. CH Also enclosed is a copy of a foreign search report citing these references. 

7. Q The listed documents were brought to the attention of the Applicant(s) after 

payment of the issue fee in the captioned case. The documents were cited in a 
communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application 
no t~more~than~ three~mon ths~prior~to~the — filing ~of~ thi s~Infoiiiiation — Disclosure - 
Statement. Applicant(s) request this Information Disclosure Statement and 
attached Form PTO-1449 be placed in the file of the captioned application. 
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8. □ Applicant(s) requests that the Information Disclosure Statement and attached 
Form PTO-1449 and references, which are being filed before the grant of the 
patent and pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(i), be placed in the file of the captioned 
application. 

If any required fees are missing, the Commissioner is authorized to charge said fees to 
Conley, Rose & Tayon, P.C. Deposit Account No. 50-1505/5181-64800. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Robert C. Kowert 
Reg. No. 39,255 
Attorney for Applicant(s) 

CONLEY, ROSE & TAYON, P.C. 
P. O. Box 398 
Austin, Texas 78767 
(512) 476-1400 

Date: 10 ^ le&f 
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Alexander, et al., "Active Bridging," Proceedings of the ACM/SIGCOMM'97 Conference, Cannes, France, 
September, 1997. 



B9 



Beech, et al., "Object Databases as Generalizations of Relational Databases," Computer Standards & 
Interfaces, Vol. 13, Nos. 1/3 pp. 221-230, Amsterdam, NL, January 1991. 
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Betz, et al, "Interoperable Objects: Laying the Foundation for Distributed Object Computing," Dr. Dobb's 
Journal, Vol. 19, NO. 11, page 18(13), October 1994. 
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Bevan, et al., "An Efficient Reference Counting Solution To The Distributed Garbage Collection Problem," 
Parallel Computing, NL, Elsevier Science Publishers, Amsterdam, Vol. 9, No. 2, pages 179-192, January 1989. 
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Birrell, et al., "Distributed Garbage Collection for Network Objects," Digital Systems Research Center, NO. 
116, pages 1-18, December 15, 1993. 
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Birrell, et al., "Grapevine: An Exercise in Distributed Computing," Communications fo the ACM, Vol. 25, No. 
4, pp. 260-274, April 1982. 
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Birrell, et al., "Network Objects," DEC SRC Research Report 115, February 28, 1995. 
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Birrell, et al., "Implementing Remote Procedure Calls," ACM Transactions on Computer Systems, Vol. 2, No. 
1, pp. 39-59, February 1994. 
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Birrell, et al., "Network Objects," Operating Systems Review, 27(5), pp. 217-230, December 1993. 
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Dourish, "A Divergence-Based Model of Synchrony and Distribution in Collaborative Systems," Xerox 
Technical Report EPC-1 194-102, pp. 1-10, 1994. 
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Drexier, et al., "Incentive Engineering for Computational Resource Management," The Ecology of 
Computation, Elsevier Science Publishers B.V., pp. 231-266, 1988. 
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Gelernter, et al., "Parallel Programming in Linda," Yale University, pp. 1-21, January 1995. 
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